
Welcome to our 2026 Steward-

ship Campaign! The Pledge 

Cards have been handed out 

(or will be included in your 

White Bag!) and now is the 

time to prayerfully decide on 

what your financial contribution 

to the ministries of St. John 

UCC will be in 2027.  

As you pray about this, think 

about this, look at numbers, 

see what you have planned for 

the year, etc., I’d like to intro-

duce another way to think 

about your financial giving to 

the ministries of the church. 

Your consistent and planned 

giving is a true spiritual prac-

tice. Many times we may think 

of spiritual practices as only 

having something to do with 

prayer, or Bible reading, or at-

tending worship. But consist-

ently (weekly? Monthly? Annu-

ally?) giving your prayerfully 

revealed financial donation to 

the church is indeed a spiritual 

practice. You came about it 

through prayer, and you are 

trusting God to provide what 

you need so that you can hon-

or this commitment.  

And St. John UCC, while 

blessed with a growing Endow-

ment, still has weekly and 

monthly and annual bills that 

need to be paid. In order to pull 

off the Feed My Sheep weekly 

Food Pantry, there is a gas bill 

to pay for the church van being 

used to pick up donated food. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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There are lights to be turned 

on and electricity to be paid, 

and there is Carl’s time to mop 

the floors each week.  

Weekly Sunday worship is also 

something that benefits from 

your financial support. The 

preparation for each Sunday 

includes Rev. Torie’s time and 

Debbie’s time, and of course 

Jane’s time to create and print 

the bulletins. The Chancel 

Choir and Handbell Choirs 

both have set practice times, 

but do you know how much of 

Debbie’s time goes into getting 

ready for a practice? Or to pre-

pare the beautiful Preludes 

and Postludes? Salaries are 

the biggest ‘bucket’ item in our 

Ministry Spending Plan, and 

they are certainly funds well 

spent. But funds that need to 

come from you, consistently, in 

your spiritual practice of gener-

ously supporting the ministries 

of St. John UCC. 

Isn’t it great that our weekly of-

ferings provide so many things 

here at St. John UCC, and be-

yond these walls into the com-

munity. Your faithful and con-

sistent giving is indeed a won-

derful way to live out our mis-

sion statement of being a disci-

ple of Jesus Christ, who did in-

deed say “Give therefore to 

Caesar the things that are 

Caesar’s and to God the 

things that are God’s.” May 

God be with us all as together 

we journey through this season 

of Stewardship! 

-Rev. Torie 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Give therefore 

to Caesar the 

things that are 

Caesar’s and to 

God the things 

that are God’s. 

Celebration of Life for Pat Marshall: Sunday, Oct. 4 

Our sister in faith Pat Marshall 

sadly died on September 23, 

shortly after her move to Flori-

da. To mark her passing, we 

will hold a Celebration of Life 

for her St. John friends on 

Sunday, Oct. 4 after worship. 

(Scheduled meetings will be 

pushed back an hour.) 

Please keep Pat’s family and 

loved ones in your prayers as 

they mourn her loss. 



Next meeting: Tuesday, Oct. 6 at 5 pm 

The Fantastic Fall Family Fun Fest at 

the Front’s Farm is scheduled for Sun-

day, October 11, starting at 12:00 pm or 

whenever you get there! We’ll provide 

the hot dogs and fixins for ‘S’mores’, you 

provide a side dish or dessert and your 

own beverage! This annual tradition is a 

nice way for Rev. Torie and Vince to 

share their peaceful country living with 

the congregation. It is 30 miles away, but 

there will be carpool opportunities, so 

don’t let the distance keep you from join-

ing in. All are welcome to come and re-

lax, take a hike around the property or at 

Sycamore Park at the foot of the hill, take 

a hay wagon ride, maybe even sit on a 

horse and walk around the paddock! You 

can bring your own chair if you’d like but 

there are plenty of seating options in the 

back yard, around the fire pit and on the 

back porch. We’ll have cornhole and oth-

er games available and look forward to a 

nice time of fellowship! 

This year's Fall Bus Trip to Adams 

County is being organized by the Mer-

maids of the Clermont County YMCA. 

The trip will be Friday, October 16 - $25/

person, departing from Eastgate at 9:15 

am. The day includes 

shopping, hiking or sit-

ting at a State Park, 

touring West Union’s 

murals, and a visit to an 

Amish homestead. 

Lunch & dinner on your 

own. Only two spaces remaining in the 

van—first come, first served.  

Rev. Torie is looking for a 'co-host' for 

this bus trip - someone to help with 

games and food, etc. If you are interest-

ed in helping out, please let her know. If 

there is a lot of interest in attending this 

day-long trip, we'll rent a second van and 

depart from the church (assuming we 

can find someone to drive it!). Sign up 

now and let's see what happens!  

The Board of Christian Nurture invites 

you to an Advent Extravaganza on No-

vember 8 following worship. There will be 

Fun, Food and Surprises! Be sure to 

save the date. 

We do need a few things from you for our 

craft projects: old Christmas cards, 

Christmas ornaments you no longer use, 

bits and pieces of holiday wrapping pa-

per and ribbon. Talk to anyone on the 

Board for more info. 

Ministry Board of Christian Nurture 
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The Ministry Board of Christian Nurture exists to encourage and 

nurture our members’ faith by providing education and fellowship 

opportunities for all ages. 



Next meeting: Thursday, Oct. 

29 at 2:30 pm 

The Ministry Board of Deacons 

is collecting individually 

wrapped candy for our Hal-

loween trick-or-treaters. You 

are also invited to join us Hal-

loween nite to hand it out. 

Thanksgiving is fast approach-

ing. The Deacons will be col-

lecting holiday food items. 

Please donate: 

• instant mashed potatoes 

• sweet potatoes 

• boxed stuffing  

• gravy mixes 

• boxed desserts 

• noodles 

• broth 

• canned fruit 

• holiday napkins 

We appreciate your help! 

It’s not too early to start getting 

ready for Christmas! The Dea-

cons will again help our friends 

have a Merry Christmas. We 

are collecting stocking stuff-

ers for boys and girls of all ag-

es....small toys, socks, tooth-

brushes, coin purses, candy, 

etc. We are also collecting 

gifts for Moms and Dads so 

that children can “shop” (at no 

cost) for them. If you want to 

know more, talk to Karen Car-

ey. Susie K or any Deacon. 

Thank you in advance for your 

support. 

Collection bins for all these 

items will be in the upstairs 

hallway! 

The Ministry Board of Deacons 

will be providing a drop-off lo-

cation for that collection of old 

paint cans that you have in 

your basement! We will bring 

them to Matthew 25 Ministries 

for reuse or recycling. Stay 

tuned for more details. 

The holiday season is a busy 

time for the Deacons. Several 

holiday collections as well as 

our favorite celebrations are 

coming up. We would appreci-

ate your support. 

Karen Carey & Susie Koehler 

Ministry Board of Deacons 

Co-Chairs 

Ministry Board of Deacons 
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The Ministry Board of Deacons exists to serve our community in 

Christian love. 



In the letter to the Ephesians, Paul en-

courages the church to put on a new self 

and leave their old ways of being behind. 

This is at the heart of what he is teaching 

when he invites the Ephesians and all of 

us to “walk in love.” 

Whether we walk, roll, or march in love, 

this is still an invitation for us today to 

continue to seek new ways of justice to-

gether. One of the ways we do this is by 

supporting the Neighbors in Need offer-

ing. When you give to Neighbors in 

Need, you support justice and advocacy 

ministries throughout the United Church 

of Christ. Whether through our partner-

ship with the Council for American Indian 

Ministries or the Neighbors in Need grant 

program, your gifts equip ministries that 

seek to transform the world into a more 

just, fair, and equitable place. 

We have hope that the world does not 

have to stay as it is, but we believe that 

God inspires transformative action. 

Whether through projects seeking to in-

crease home ownership, providing food 

for unhoused siblings, or addressing 

mental health challenges of children and 

youth—we seek to make the world a 

more just place. The world can change 

and through the power of the Holy Spirit 

we can be a part of that transformation. 

Together let us advocate, act, and give 

generously. 

NIN Collection Sun-

day is Oct. 4—you 

may give by cash or 

check at church, or 

scan the QR code at 

left to donate online! 

Advocating for Change: Oct. 4 is Neighbors In Need Collection Sunday 
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Next meeting: Thursday, Oct. 1 

at 2 pm 

Please note the revised Bible 

study schedule for this month: 

There will be no evening Bible 

study on October 20, and nei-

ther afternoon nor evening 

sessions on October 27. Even-

ing Bible Study on Oct. 13 will 

start at 6:15 pm. 

Sunday, Oct. 4 is World Com-

munion Sunday—please plan 

to be in worship for this cele-

bration of Christian unity! Sev-

eral of our young people will be 

receiving Communion with us 

for the first time. In addition, St. 

John’s handbell choir and 

guest flutist Lucy Berz Dane 

will be offering special music 

during the service. 

Rev. Torie will be out for a 

week in October attending the 

Walk to Emmaus. The Walk 

to Emmaus develops Christian 

disciples and leaders by inspir-

ing, challenging, and equipping 

active adult church members 

for Christian action in their 

homes, churches, workplaces, 

and communities. It also bene-

fits less active members who 

are seeking to renew a rela-

tionship with God, grow spiritu-

ally, or discover firmer founda-

tions for their lives. 

The program begins with a 72-

hour short course in Christiani-

ty that is wrapped in prayer 

and signs of sacrificial service. 

It continues for the rest of par-

ticipants’ lives with follow-up 

groups that, along with the lo-

cal church’s robust offerings, 

contribute to participants’ on-

going growth in grace. 

If this sounds like something 

that might interest you, please 

let Rev. Torie. There are op-

portunities all across the coun-

try for this (I chose Florida to 

participate with my friend and 

former church member Sue 

Meyer!). Thank you to Rev. 

Steve for filling the pulpit on 

October 25! If you have any 

pastoral emergency needs, 

please contact Rev. Emily 

Beckering at 513-760-5884. 

(Continued on page 7) 

Ministry Board of Elders 
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The Walk to 

Emmaus develops 

Christian disciples 

and leaders by 

inspiring, 

challenging, and 

equipping active 

adult church 

members for 

Christian action in 

their homes, 

churches, 

workplaces, and 

communities. 

The Ministry Board of Elders exists to spiritually support the body 

of the church by creating meaningful worship. 



The SONKA Fall Meeting is scheduled 

for Saturday, October 24, 9 am - 1 pm, at 

First UCC in North College Hill. Since 

Rev. Torie will be on the ‘Walk to Em-

maus’ at that time, if anyone is available 

to attend and represent St. John UCC, 

please let her know and she’ll take care 

of the registration.  

(Continued from page 6) 

Ministry Board of Elders 
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Scripture Readings for October 

Scripture Bible Study Sermon Date 

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Psalm 19;  

Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46 
September 29 October 4 

John 14:1-14; Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23;  

Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14 
October 6 October 11 

Exodus 33:12-23; Psalm 99;  

Joel 2:1-18; Matthew 22:15-22 

October 13— 

Evening session begins 

at 6:15 pm this week 

October 18 

Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17; 

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Matthew 22:34-46 

October 20— 

Morning session only 
October 25 



Next meeting: Tuesday, Oct. 13 at 5 pm 

Fall is here, the weather is getting cooler 

and we are looking forward to the beauti-

ful change in colors of our trees. I am 

somewhat colorblind and always wonder 

how all the colors appear to those that 

are not colorblind. Yes, I can see most 

colors, but have a difficulty distinguishing 

between some colors. Colors to me are 

probably not as vivid or detailed as oth-

ers. However, I am good at seeing val-

ues, or the lights and darks of colors. I 

have learned to deal with and accept my 

blessing of colorblindness, and I know 

that I can rely on others to help me iden-

tify and select colors, and I appreciate all 

the help that has been given to me in this 

regard.  

We are again actively working on com-

pleting several projects. The sale of the 

parsonage continues, as we will need to 

go through local zoning and city council 

for approval of a change to residential 

zoning. The repair of the water damaged 

walls in the sanctuary is underway and 

will be painted after all is ready and dry. 

The tile backsplash in the new kitchen-

ette is also being completed. A new posi-

tive and encouraging banner has been 

hung outside the church. We also recent-

ly discovered that one of our chimneys is 

crumbling and bricks are falling onto the 

playground. This is being addressed as 

an emergency and hopefully can be re-

paired shortly.  

The Pohnpei UCC Church is back wor-

shiping in our sanctuary after our worship 

service on Sunday. We are still working 

with another church who wishes to use 

our facilities for worship on Saturdays be-

ginning next year. We will keep you post-

ed.  

Our Stewardship theme this year is 

“There Our Hearts Will Be”. There will be 

sermons and moments throughout Octo-

ber encouraging and inviting you to 

pledge financial help to the church. Your 

time, talent and financial treasure are 

critical to the ongoing missions and func-

tions of the church. Your generosity is 

deeply appreciated.  

Please enjoy this season of fall and of 

Halloween. As always, let us know your 

thoughts, concerns, and praises about 

the workings of the church. We continual-

ly hope to be a welcoming, safe and 

beautiful space to worship and gather.  

Peace and love from the Board of P&F 

(Prayers and Faith).  

Ministry Board of Property and Finance 
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The Ministry Board of Property and Finance exists to be stewards of the building and 

finances of the church.  



October 2 - Julie Kadooka 

October 6 - Haven Reardon 

October 9 – Carl Sebree 

October 12 – Delores Osborne 

October 18 - Barbara Gibler 

October 19 - Rosalie Byrd 

October 20 - Todd Patterson 

October 24 - Nick Eddelmon 

October 25 - Sherri Marshall 

October 25 - Jim Stacey 

October 27 - Charlotte Bell 

October 28 - Brian Hall 

Birthdays in October 

Dear Church Family,  

October is Clergy Appreciation 

Month! There's a card to sign 

for Rev. Torie in the Cozy Cor-

ner. Feel free to let her know 

how much you appreciate her. 

Back in August, the Ministry 

Board of Elders asked Council 

to discuss and approve sabbat-

ical time for Rev. Torie.  

In our minister call agreement, 

we offer sabbatical leave after 

seven years of ministry with our 

church.  

Rev. Torie qualifies for a sab-

batical. Council has approved 

Feb. 15-March 15, 2027 as 

sabbatical time off for her to re-

fresh and reflect on our mutual 

ministry in Christ. 

Rev. Steve Cummins will be 

leading our worship services in 

her absence. 

In Christian love, 

Charlotte Bell 

Council President 
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Upcoming Sabbatical and Appreciation for Rev. Torie 

October 2026 

Are we missing 

your birthday or 

anniversary? 

Please call the 

office and let 

Jane know! 



St. John UCC Regularly Scheduled Events 
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Weekly 

Event Day Time Location 

Handbell Choir (Sept.-May) Sunday 9 am Sanctuary 

Fellowship Time Sunday 9:15 am Cozy Corner 

Worship Sunday 10 am Sanctuary 

Bible Study (Afternoon) Tuesday 1 pm Bible Study Room 

Bible Study (Evening) Tuesday 6:30 pm Mt. View Terrace 

Chancel Choir (Sept-May) Wednesday 6:15 pm Choir Room 

Feed My Sheep Thursday 4:30 pm Fellowship Hall 

Monthly 

Event Day Time Location 

Christian Nurture 1st Tuesday 5 pm Bible Study Room 

Church Council 3rd Thursday 6 pm Bible Study Room 

Communion 1st Sunday 10 am Sanctuary 

Contemporary 

Praise & Worship 
2nd and 4th Thursdays 3:30 pm 

Fellowship Hall/

Courtyard 

Cozy Corner Café 4th Thursdays 12-3 pm Cozy Corner 

Deacons Last Thursday 2:30 pm Fellowship Hall 

Elders 1st Thursday 2:00 pm Bible Study Room 

Euchre 3rd Tuesday 2:30 pm Church 

Living Single group 2nd Wednesday 12 pm Fellowship Hall 

Lunch Bunch 2nd Sunday After Worship Various 

Men’s Group Various Sundays 11 am Various 

Property & Finance 2nd Tuesday 5 pm Bible Study Room 

Work-ship Day 1st Saturday 8 am Church 





729 Jefferson Ave. • Reading, OH 45215 

Phone: 513-821-1740 

office@stjohnunitedchurchofchrist.com 

stjohnunitedchurchofchrist.com 

facebook.com/StJohnUCCCincinnati/ 

St. John United Church of Christ 

Are you 

interest-

ed in  

doing a 

program 

like this 

at St. 

John? 

Please 

let Rev. 

Torie 

know! 


